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On December 22, 2018, a tsunami rocked the Sunda Strait in Indonesia. Caused by an 

underwater landslide off the coast of Anak Krakatau volcano and resulting in a powerful seismic 

sea wave, this event was one of the most devastating natural disasters to hit this region in recent 

years. 

The tsunami struck at 9:30 pm local time, generating waves up to 5 meters (16 feet) in 

height which caused catastrophic damage as far away as 120 kilometers (75 miles). The most 

affected areas included Lampung on the island of Sumatra and the islands of Banten, Java and 

Carita on the west coast of Java. 

The specific cause of the Sunda Strait tsunami was the collapse of a major portion of 

Anak Krakatau volcano that had been continuously active since June 2018. This collapse resulted 

in a powerful underwater landslide which triggered an earthquake measuring 4.4 on the Richter 

scale, creating an enormous wave that crashed into coastal communities and nearby islands. 

The effects of the Sunda Strait tsunami were catastrophic. In addition to the sweeping 

destruction of homes and infrastructure, over 437 people lost their lives in this disaster. Over 

14,000 people were left homeless and many more remain displaced due to the extensive damage 

caused by the wave. 

The Sunda Strait tsunami was an event that will not soon be forgotten. Communities 

around the region were forever changed by this natural disaster, and the tremendous suffering it 
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caused has had a lasting impact on the area. It serves as a reminder of the potential destruction 

that can result from even the most sudden and unexpected of events. 

Overall, the 2018 Sunda Strait tsunami was one of the worst disasters to strike Indonesia 

in recent years. It was a catastrophic event caused by an underwater landslide off the coast of 

Anak Krakatau volcano that resulted in waves up to 5 meters (16 feet) high and devastating 

damage as far away as 120 kilometers (75 miles). This disaster cost hundreds of lives and left 

thousands homeless, leaving its mark on the region for many years to come. 

Link: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/sulawesi-earthquake-tsunami-one-month-disaster- 
 

thousands-children-still-homeless-out 
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